
 

UNIT 51 – Trinitarian God and Humanity 
 

PART 1 

The Nature of Jesus 

• Emerging Heresies 

• Arianism 

• Gnosticism 

• Docetism 

• Nestorianism 

• Nature of Jesus in the Gospel of John 

• The Title, ‘Christ’ 

• Son of Man 

• Full Humanity of Jesus 

• Jesus in Scripture and Heresy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 2 

Emergence of Church Councils 

• The Church Responds 

• Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople 

• Council of Ephesus 

• Council of Chalcedon 

• After Chalcedon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

PART 3 

The Church Fathers on the Trinity 

• St Gregory of Nyssa 

• St Basil the Great 

• St Augustine of Hippo 

• St Thomas Aquinas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 4 

The Holy Trinity in the Life of the Church 

• The Holy Trinity: Core of the Church’s Faith 

• Paradox – The Key to the Orthodox 

• The Church’s Response 

• Principal Beliefs 

o Divinity and Humanity of Jesus Christ 

o Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

o The Resurrected Jesus 

o Beliefs about the Nature of God and of 

the Trinity 

o The Trinity 

o Trinitarian Nature of the Church's 

Liturgy 

o The Father 

o Christ 

o The Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

PART 5 

From Liturgy Towards Theology 

• Introduction 

• Jesus – God in Person 

• One with the Father 

• Oneness of Relationship 

• Doctrine of the Trinity 

• From Invisible to Visible 

• The Image of the Invisible God 

• Expression of the Mystery of God 

• Guerrero’s ‘Duo Seraphim’ 

• Michelangelo’s Paintings in the Sistine Chapel 

• Andrei Rublev’s Icon of the Trinity 

• Clarise Nampijinpa’s ‘Wapirra’ (Trinity) 

• La Sagrada Familia by Gaudi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 6 

Know Thyself 

• St Augustine of the Human Person and the 

Trinity 

• Distorted by Sin 

• In Need of Redemption 

• St Thomas Aquinas on the Human Person and 

the Trinity 

• Dignity of the Human Person 

• Destined for Perfection 
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